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This morning when I was walking 
Penny, the air was cool and the 
white blossoms in the trees stood 
out against the deep green of the 
leaves. Everything seemed peaceful 
and in harmony, and I found myself 
thinking: “I wonder how many 
politicians who are involved in our 
political campaigns right now have 
the opportunity to appreciate such 
a little walk, this taste of solace that 
nature offers us?”  Over time, I have 
become aware that there is a great 
deal of fear that is undergirding many 
politicians’ campaigns, fear that they 
will somehow become “less than” if 
other people succeed, fear that people 
unlike us will come into our country 
and take over. 

Fear is a terrible guide. The expression 
“Fear not” is one of the most dominant 
phrases in scripture; Jesus says it over 
a hundred times in the gospels alone. I 
think that it is very important for us to 
consider fear and what can happen as 
a result of it. As many spiritual leaders 
have reminded us, an unexamined life 
can be very dangerous and harmful 
both to us and to others. 

It is easy sometimes to confuse power 
with fear. Recently, many people 
have used accusations and name-
calling to impress us. I’m sure that 
someone is advising them that they 
must act this way to look strong to 

the American public. And indeed, 
some people actually are fooled by 
that behavior. But I for one, question 
if at least sometimes what may seem 
like strength is actually insecurity 
and weakness. Only a person who 
lacks self-confidence and is constantly 
desperate for praise needs to make 
themselves the center of attention 
and proclaim loudly and incessantly 
how important they are; the truly 
self-confident, other-centered person 
does not need that and is quite at 
ease sharing the spotlight and the 
adulation. Plus, fearful people are 
easy to manipulate; fearful mobs often 
do very rash things. Normally good, 
moral people can mindlessly strike 
out at  their neighbors when they feel 
threatened and forget to be grounded 
in their faith and values.

As Christians, we say that we follow 
Jesus, that he is our model for life.  
Well, my friends, Jesus did not suffer 
from insecurity; he was so confident 
in his mission and his sense of being 
at one with the Father, that he didn’t 
need to lash out or name-call. The 
only recorded times that Jesus used 
language that might sound like name-
calling occurred when he was trying 
to help the Pharisees and Sadducees 
wake up to their own vocation and 
question their behavior and use of 
power. And for his attempts, Jesus 
paid dearly with his life - as do many 
people of faith, whistle-blowers, 
ministers, reformers, or critics even 
today. 

The powerful, but insecure, often do 
not appreciate words that conflict 
with their own self-perception. Our 
inability to accept our true self within 
the context of creation has repeatedly 
marred creation, wrecked relations, 
fostered hate, revenge, and violence 
throughout history. 

I believe that a source of our 
unwillingness to practice honest 
self-examination and self-acceptance 
is actually the self-loathing we 
already have, and our struggle to love 
ourselves as God loves us, and to trust 
that we are indeed lovable. Of course, 
we are imperfect, often weak, and 
always in need of grace and love; God 
knows our weakness and imperfection 

but desires to love us into being, a 
being that is whole and healed. The 
question is: do we believe that God 
actually offers such love and grace? 
Do we believe that God forgives the 
repentant sinner and desires us to 
have deep fulness of life? If we can 
begin that journey of trust, with God’s 
help, I think we will find a world with 
more friends than enemies, less fear 
and more gratitude for all that we 
already have, and more peace within 
ourselves.
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“God so loved the world that he gave 
his only-begotten Son …” Believe it 
and enjoy your walk.

Sr. Madeleine Mary, CSM 

Dear CSM Associates,

I am writing this letter on the Feast of 
the Visitation; it is one of my favorite 
Marian feasts. Family and friends have 
been and are an important part of 
my life. The Bible story for today and 
the homily reminded me of the joy 
and support God, family and friends 
have given me. I sometimes take 
these relationships for granted.  We 
were challenged at our Eucharist this 
morning to offer joyfully our gratitude 
to God, to our family and our friends 
for their gifts to us.

You, our Associates, are “extended 
family.” We all strive, in the words 
of our Presiding Bishop at the Royal 
Wedding, to live “the power of love, 
the redemptive power of love.” 
Each Associate, in the words of our 
guidelines, “writes his or her own 
rule, based on the summary of the 
law: ‘you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind…you 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’”

During Lent, I was invited to give 
programs at The Church of the 
Good Samaritan, Knoxville and 
Church of the Epiphany, New Iberia 
(LA).  Barbara Ashdown (Knoxville 
Associate) and Vickie Sullivan and 
the Rev. Diane Moore (Louisiana 
Associates) arranged for these visits.  
It was such a delight for me to be with 
these Associates, to meet their church 
families, and to give presentations on 
the Community and on the gospel.  
I was able to live and to share  “the 
power of love, the redemptive power 
of love.”  We received a new Associate, 
Brenda Lowery, while I was in New 
Iberia.

     

We had 30 persons who attended 
our June silent retreat this year; 
seven drove up from Florida; one 
drove down from Michigan; one flew 
down from Virginia. The weather 
was glorious! A presentation by 
Sr. Madeleine Mary on icons, with 
a guided reflection, was a new 
experience for many of us. Being 
together in silence, praying the Divine 
Office, resting and relaxing with 
ourselves, were wonderful ways to 
begin the summer and to renew our 
commitment to love.

Our Associates in the Philippines 
meet monthly for Eucharist and 
fellowship together; we received two 
new Associates on May 10th, Soledad 
Gewan and Annie Timpac. There are 
now 21 Associates in the Philippines. 

Please check out our website; we are 
updating it.  Our pets, Sister Penny 
our dog, @sisterpennycsm and our 
convent cat, @thatconventcat each has 

her own Instagram account.  

If we do not 
have your 
email address, please send it to me 
at: elizabeth925mills@gmail.com   We 
are sponsoring a Vocation Discovery 
Program in August; details are in 
this newsletter.  If you or anyone you 
know is interested, please contact Sr. 
Madeleine Mary.  There are various 
ways to let people know about St. 
Mary’s.  We now have pamphlets 
available to churches and dioceses 
about the Community, Associates, 
Oblates, interns, hospitality…  (Does 
this remind you of the Tractarian 
Movement in England?)  If you would 
like us to mail you some, please let us 
know.

I extend the gratitude 
of all the Sisters to 
you, in thanksgiving 
for your friendship 
with the Community 
and your commitment 
to “the power of 
love.”

Deep Joy,
Sister Elizabeth Grace, CSM     
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Associate News

  
  

Ever consider putting St. Mary’s 
                   in your will? 

 Want to help St. Mary’s ministry? 

 You can make a tax-deductible gift 
 by check or by an online donation to 

“The Sisterhood of St. Mary”

Sr. Elizabeth Grace, CSM

Back row - Vickie Sullivan and Sr. Elizabeth, CSM
Front row - Rev. Diane Moore and Brenda Lowry

Sr. Elizabeth, CSM listening 
at the Annual Retreat

Penny

Sophia 



Elis:

Mother 
Harriet 
Starr 
Cannon’s 
feast 
day is 
celebrated 
on May 7. 
Because 
the Sisters 
observe 
their 
Sabbath 

on Mondays, this year we celebrated 
the founder of the Community on 
Tuesday. I spent the day reading up on 
the history of this religious order and 
this formidable Sister. I was especially 
moved by the sermon given by Arthur 
Lowndes on the Second Sunday of 
Easter, and the first Sunday after 
Mother Harriet’s funeral. His words of 
comfort to the gathered community on 
the subject of how to live in Eastertide, 
the “wonderful mingling of death 
and life,” speaks to us still in our 
lives as Easter people. I came to see 
the convent more clearly as a place 
that welcomes life and death. I came 
to see the garden as a place again in 
transition; caught between winter and 
summer.

As the internship drew to a close, 
friends expressed surprise when 
Sammie and I would say, “It feels 
like we just started working in the 
garden again.” Work around the 
grounds always kept us busy, but 
we really had just started picking the 
broccoli, spinach, radishes which we 
had sown earlier in the spring. And I 
thought back to the kale and gourds 
we planted in the fall, that didn’t 
make it through the winter. And 

then back further to the beans and 
tomatoes that we picked when we first 
arrived; vegetables we did not have 
a hand in planting, but were proudly 
responsible for harvesting.

The last few weeks, Jesus’ words about 
the ready harvest would not leave me. 
In John’s Gospel, he tells the disciples 
to “look around you, and see how 
the fields are ripe for harvesting …. 
For here the saying holds true, ‘One 
sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to 
reap that for which you did not labor. 
Others have labored, and you have 
entered into their labor” (4.35-38). And 
how true is that saying! We left the 
internship with plenty of broccoli and 
spinach and radishes—and pea plants 
and blueberry shrubs, promisingly 
covered in flowers and bees—ready 
for the next crop of interns to harvest. 
And I know Eva will soon welcome 
the long-term interns with a whole 
new set of plants!

I’ve taken that lesson, learned 
with my hands covered in soil and 
Tennessee sun, along with me. And I 
think about our identities and work 
as Christians differently. Occupying 
the space between life and death 
is daunting. But it helps me to 
remember that the work we do in 
our respective communities can only 
exist on a foundation laid by previous 
generations—and that we are called 
only to build upon that foundation for 
those who will follow and continue 
the work. And well, I really can’t say 
that I either expected or am surprised 
to have learned this grounding, 
humbling thing from this year at St. 
Mary’s Convent.

Sammie: 

Whenever 
I speak 
with people 
about my 
internship at 
St. Mary’s, 
the hardest 
aspect to 
describe is 
how all-
encompassing 
the experience was. Inevitably, as I 
try to pitch a 30-second sound bite, 
I found that I shape the internship 
around what I was doing – organic 
gardening, serving in the chapel, 
connecting with community members 
– rather than how I was living. And 
while all of these activities certainly 
are the bright, beautiful, visible 
aspects of the internship, the solid 
roots from which these fruits grew 
was the Benedictine spirituality into 
which the community immerses itself.

Not long ago, I was listening to a 
podcast in which the hosts were 
discussing the theme of integrity, in 
the sense of something (or someone) 
having a wholeness and honesty of 
representation and interaction. They 
stated that integrity is an “alignment 
with what you think with what 
you do.” This theme and the hosts’ 
discussion connected directly to 
my experience at the internship. 
Benedictine spirituality, in my 
experience, centers on an integrity of 
spirit in which the individual treats 
everything they do, everyone they 
meet, and everywhere they go as 
sacred. It strives for a balanced life in 
which work and prayer and rest are 
all valued. I often find, perhaps like 
many people, that I compartmentalize 
different aspects of my life: work, 
study, rest, church. I tend to think 
about them as unconnected. But 
something that living alongside a 
Benedictine community has taught me 
is that these different parts of my life 
do not have to be separated, and often 
complement each other. The tasks may 
differ, but when an underlying ethic 
and integrity connects it all, the results 
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Reflections on St. Mary’s by two former Organic Prayer Program Interns

Samantha Meyer

Elis Lui



may be even more fruitful. 

I learned so much during this 
internship. Much of it was practical, 
such as work in the vegetable beds, 
setting up for and serving for chapel 
services, and power-washing the 
garage. But something greater I take 
with me was experiencing a unique 
way of interacting with the world 
around me – people, animals, plants, 
the land, institutions – that integrates 
it all together as God’s sacred creation. 

* The podcast was Harry Potter and 
the Sacred Text, April 5: “Integrity: 
Rita Skeeter’s Scoop (Book 4, Chapter 
24)” with Vanessa Zoltan, Casper ter 
Kuile, and Ariana Nedelman.

Frankly, in 
some ways, it 
is difficult for 
me to write 
this article 
right now. I 
generally have 
a “long fuse,” 
when it comes 
to my temper, 
but attacking 

   the innocent 
and defenseless lights me up like 
a bomb bursting in air. We have 
just begun imprisoning immigrant 
children! We are spending money 
on internment camps for separated 
families! Regardless of your politics 
or your religious persuasion, this 
action in no way makes “America 
great again;” it is an abandonment 
of everything that America has ever 
stood for and it is definitely against 
our Christian beliefs. We cannot stand 
idly by and allow any politician to 
take actions like this in our name. 

However, I also know that emotion 
is easily manipulated by others and 
quickly can lead us into the same 
extremism that we oppose. So, as is 
my custom, I have quietly pondered 

how to respond both to life and to 
where we are in it.

In doing so, I have recognized how 
our normal way of life is actually a 
form of protest to such cruel actions. 
Hospitality has long been a way of 
life here. We spend most of our days 
welcoming the stranger and the 
neighbor. Benedict taught us to see 
Christ in all people and to remember 
that all are created by God and 
therefore are our brothers and sisters. 
As one hymn says it: 

“Love can exclude no race or creed if 
honored be God’s Name; our common 
life embraces all whose Father is the 
same.” (Hymnal 1982, #581)

Over the past months, we have 
practiced that hospitality and sense 
of community. In February, when we 
celebrated our 153rd anniversary, Elis 
Lui, one of our interns, organized a 
thought-provoking contemplative 
prayer service focused on this theme 
of community and how climate 
change is changing eco-systems 
and threatening the lives of various 
communities of humans and animals. 

We also again welcomed the 
volunteer efforts of SWEEC (Sewanee 
Women Engaging and Empowering 
Community) 

and Sr. Hannah introduced new 
prospective seminarians to St. Mary’s 
Convent at the “Come and See” 
event at the School of Theology. This 
welcoming behavior builds bridges, 
not walls, and contributes to possible 
healing.

This year we also have managed to 
reach out into communities beyond 
the convent and have tried to be 
more present and supportive of 
Associates where they themselves 
live. Sr. Elizabeth encouraged and 
supported both the Church of the 
Good Samaritan in Knoxville and the 
Church of the Epiphany in New Iberia, 
Louisiana with her preaching, retreat 
work, and presentations. Later in May, 
Sr. Hannah preached and delivered 
a brief talk about our community 
at Christ Church, Chattanooga. We, 
likewise, hosted a quiet day at the 
convent for the Order of St. Luke, led 
by Laura Ellen Truelove.

In January, we were honored to attend 
and participate in the funeral for the 
Rev. William H. Hethcock at All Saints 
Chapel. Bill was a long-time friend 
and Associate, and it was wonderful 
to celebrate his life and to remember 
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Sr. Madeleine Mary 
Shares News from CSM

Sr. Madeleine Mary, CSM

Elis Lui

SWEEC volunteers 

SWEEC volunteers 

The Rev. David Cobb with Sr. Hannah, CSM 
at Christ Church, Chattanooga



his generosity and kindness. Later 
during our Annual Retreat, we, his 
family, and Associates and friends 
again celebrated his life and the lives 
of several others who had died in 
the last year at a memorial Eucharist. 
We will really miss Bill’s thoughtful 
preaching and his retreat addresses, 
but we are also glad that he is now 
free of pain. The world has lost a great 
preacher and a true gentleman.

In April, Sr. Elizabeth attended the 
funeral of Joan Carter, spouse of 
the late Rev. Jack Carter, a Sewanee 
professor. She also attended the 
wedding of Harriet Kiser, an 
Associate, to Ronnie Johnston. 
Similarly, I spent a weekend in 
Memphis primarily to support Iolis 
Caruthers, an Associate, who lost her 
husband of sixty years, Wilson. I was 
able to be with Iolis and her family 
at the funeral and the receptions that 
honored Wilson. 

As it turned out, I was also able to 
visit with several other Associates 

and attend the baptisms of Patricia 
MacFarlane’s grandchildren.  It 
was good to be with our Memphis 
Associates for these important events.

In April, Sammie Meyer, another 
Organic Prayer Intern, offered a 
beautiful contemplative prayer service 
on “Spiritual Landscapes” and, for 
the rest of the month, we seemed to 
celebrate our own spiritual landscape 
and the relationships that have 
formed around it. Dr. John Gatta came 
with students from his “The Spirit 
and Forms of Anglicanism” class to 
worship with us and learn about how 
we minister in this place. Madelyn 
Grant, a student from St. Andrew’s 
Sewanee, came on another occasion to 
take pictures and learn about our life. 
Sr. Elizabeth and I attended the Civic 
Engagement reception which honored 
our Bonner interns, Tess Steele and 
Malcolm Brown, for the invaluable 
volunteer work they had done at the 
convent and on its grounds.  

And, at the end of the month we, 
with the help of volunteers from the 
Phi Kappa Epsilon sorority and the 
Lambda Chi fraternity, restored the 
beauty of some of our forest land 
by cleaning up garbage others had 
dumped there. It seems fitting that we 
started the month with contemplative 
prayer and ended it in action to restore 

a spiritual landscape. 

Then, in May, we said farewell to 
our two long-term interns and 
welcomed our summer intern, Eva 
Bogino. (If you know of any college 
graduates looking for an internship 
like ours, tell them to contact me. We 
still have positions for two long-term 
interns available in August.)

The month of May was also a time of 
new experiences for Sr. Hannah and 
me.  She was invited to participate 
in a Celtic pilgrimage to Ireland, 
sponsored by Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Greensboro, N.C., her and 
my former church.

The Messenger  5

The Rev. Bill Hethcock with 
Don Godlevski, Oblate, CSM 

Tess Steele

Malcolm Brown

Phi Kappa Epsilon sorority volunteers

Eva Bogino 

Sr. Hannah, CSM 
at a Celtic High 

CrossLeft to Right: Iolis Caruthers, 
Wilson Caruthers, Drew Antley, 

Stephanie Antley



 

I attended the annual Conference 
of Anglican Religious Orders in the 
Americas (CAROA), held in Toronto 
this year. 

If you haven’t seen Sr. Hannah’s 
Facebook posts, I encourage you to do 
so; the pilgrimage was a wonderful 
experience for all who went. Similarly, 
the religious life conference was 
thought-provoking and encouraging. 
We discussed the pros and cons of 
social media and how to engage with 
it in a healthy manner, and I was 
pleased to meet many representatives 
from Christian Communities and talk 
about how we could better support 
one another. Partly as a result of 
that conference and because of the 
generosity of some local development 
people, the Community will this 
year put much of its energy into 
development for the future. We are 
just now working on a development 
plan to help Episcopalians know that 
we exist and how they and all seekers  

can be in relationship with us. I will be 
telling you more about this effort as it 
evolves. One way that you might help 
right now, however, is to put up our 
vocation poster in your church. Let 
me know if you would like to have a 
digital copy or would like us to mail 
you posters.  (You can contact me by 
telephone at 931-598-0046 or by email: 
sr.madeleine.mary@gmail.com)

And finally, our normal life has 
fostered hospitality and healthy 
community life in this month by 
celebrating past relationships, by 
enjoying hospitality and fellowship 
with friends, Associates, and Oblates, 
by helping one of our Sisters make 
a needed and desired transition for 
her well-being, and by planting new 
seeds for greater community. We, first, 
celebrated the 50th reunion of the final 
graduating class of St. Mary’s School 
with a Eucharist at the convent. 

The Rev. Drew Bunting of St. 
Andrew’s Sewanee School was 
our celebrant and a few St. Mary’s 
graduates worshipped with us. 

Soon afterward, we enjoyed Evening 
Prayer and a picnic with friends, 
Associates, Oblates and Oblates-in-
Training on the eve of our Annual 
Retreat. Some new participants from 
Florida also attended this retreat and 
the two Oblates-in-Training, the Rev. 
Dr. JoAnn Barker and Laurie Atwater, 
got to meet each other. (Laurie drove 
all the way from Michigan for the 
retreat.)

With a captivating joy, Sr. Elizabeth 
Grace led most of the addresses on 
experiencing communion with the 
Trinity. 

I, likewise, contributed a few words 
on the use of icons for prayer, and Sr. 
Hannah enhanced the worship with 
music. The whole weekend, from 
all accounts, was an experience of 
hospitality and love.

The following week, the Sisters went 
through their major transition: Sr. 
Mary Martha moved to ValleyView, 
an Assisted Living facility nearby. 
Below is the letter she sent out as her 
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EXPLORE THE CALL AT ST. MARY’S 
VOCATION DISCOVERY PROGRAM 
AUGUST 11-18, 2018

Episcopalian single women, age 
20 and above may apply. 
Participants will pray, live, and 
work alongside the Sisters.

For more information: 
email: sr.madeleine.mary@gmail.com or 
see our website stmarys-conventsewanee.org

Called to 
the 

Religious 
Life?

Sr. Elizabeth, CSM, leading the Annual Retreat 

Sr. Madeleine Mary, CSM, discussing icons 
at the Annual Retreat

Vocation Disocvery Poster  

Sr. Madeleine Mary, CSM with 
Br. David Luke Henton, BSG at CAROA

Group photo at CAROA

The Community with the Rev. Drew Bunting and 
two St. Mary’s school girls from the final 

graduating class 

Dingle Peninsula, Ireland
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announcement:

Over the last two years and especially 
since last winter, I have been thinking 
about my life and have realized that, like 
Penny, I am getting older, slower, and 
creakier. I often fall asleep in chapel. I have 
breahting difficulities, I am confused and 
forgetful, and I fall more frequently. I am 
tired most of the time, and need a change 
of pace. 

Because of all this, I have been talking 
with the Sisters about the possibility of 
going into an assisted living facility for 
some time. Over the last few months, I 
have been exploring various assisted living 
facilities, thanks to the Community’s help 
and that of Rick and Wilma Sommer. 

I write you now to tell you that, with the 
help of several groups, it is now possible 
for me to enter Valley View in Whitwell, 
TN, and I want to do so. Valley View 
is a nice place. It is clean, reasonably 
quiet, has a pleasant staff, and cheerful 
residents. I will have my own room, 
looking at beautiful hills, and I will be able 
to spend more time doing activities that I 
enjoy, such as taking day trips, reading, 
doing puzzles, and playing games with 
others. I will also be able to participate in 
Lutheran- and perhaps, Episcopal- services 
there. I realize that this move and my 
manner of telling you all this may surprise 
you, especially given the short notice. But 
believe me, I think this is the right time 
and the right move for me now. Since 
I really did not want to be flooded with 
questions, but did want to explain my 
choice, a written letter to all of you seemed 
to be the best option.   

I will be moving into Valley View on 

June 13th, but of course I will always be 
a Sister of St. Mary, and I will return to 
the convent for special occasions. I just 
will not live at the convent full time, and 
will be free to take life more at my own 
pace. You can, of course, visit me at Valley 
View, and I can definitely receive email, 
snail mail, and telephone calls, but I will 
not have my own phone. I will miss my 
Sisters, pets, friends and the Sewanee 
scenery. I have enjoyed being with you 
all and will carry you all in my heart. 
Be assured of my continued prayers, and 
know that you are welcome anytime you 
want to visit me at Valley View or at the 
convent on special occasions. 

Your Sister in Christ,    
Sr. Mary Martha, CSM
sistermarymarthawood@gmail.com
1-423-658-0100

Mailing address:                                                                                       
Valley View Senior Living                                                                                                                                           
13960 TN-28                                                                                                                                           
Whitwell, TN  37397                                                                                                                                            

As you can read from her letter, 
Sister recognizes that she is aging 
and simply needs to live life more 
at her own pace. We are immensely 
glad that, with the generosity of 
several others, we were able to make 
this move possible for her. She will 
continue her ministry as a Sister and 
will come back to visit us on important 
events. She will be with us again in 
July, but she welcomes any of you who 
want to visit her at ValleyView. 

And finally, in closing this article, I 
would like to salute two people who 
have been examples of Christian love 
and generosity for all of us: Sr. Letitia 
and Bob Ayres. I was honored to be 
with Sr. Letitia, the superior of our 
Western Province, when she 

celebrated her 60+ years as a life-
professed member of the Community. 
She has served God’s people for most 
of her 93 years of life.  And close to 
her in age, but in a different part of 
the United States, we remember Bob 
Ayres, longtime friend and supporter 
of the Community. Bob slipped into 
God’s arms from a coma on June 19th. 
He was a deeply spiritual man who 
believed in prayer, always saw the 
good in life, and was very pragmatic 
and generous in his supportive efforts. 
To a large extent, he is responsible for 
the convent that we live in and the on-
going ministry of St. Mary’s Sewanee 
Retreat Center as a separate entity in 
cordial relationship with us. Like Bill 
Hethcock, who I think introduced Bob 
to the Sisters, Bob was a spiritual force 
on this mountain that will be deeply 
missed. Rest eternal grant them and 
may light perpetual shine upon them.

                        Sr. Madeleine Mary, CSM

Sister Ines continues her ministry 
in the Philippines by visiting 
parishioners, working with Associates, 
and participating in events to raise 
money for worthy causes. In February 
she and other parishioners attended a 
two-day seminar 
on The Jesus Film, 
newly translated 
into Igorot and 
acted out by staff 
members of the 
Church of St. Mary 
the Virgin. On 
March 15, in addition 
to Lenten reflections, she and various 
members of Church Women groups 
traveled to the hinterlands to share 
fellowship and teach other women 
needlework and church embroidery. 
On May 10th, two new Associates, 
Soledad Gewan and Annie Timpac, 
were received. There are now twenty-
one Associates and two friends 
who join with Sr. Ines for a monthly 
Eucharist. 

Continuing Service

Sr. Ines, CSM 

Sr. Mary Martha, CSM 

Sr. Letitia, CSM with Sr. Madeleine Mary, CSM 



January 13: The Rev. William H. Hethcock’s 
funeral at All Saints. Sr. Elizabeth was chalice 
bearer. Sr. Madeleine Mary also attended. 

February 2: The Community celebrated its 
153rd anniversary.

February 9: Our long-term intern, Elis 
Lui, led a contemplative prayer service 
called “Changing Ecosystems, Change in 
Community.”

February 10: The SWEEC group volunteered 
at the convent.

February 22: Sr. Hannah introduced new 
seminarians to the Community at the School 
of Theology’s “Come and See” event.

February 23-25: Sr. Elizabeth preached and 
led a quiet day at the Church of the Good 
Samaritan in Knoxville. 

March 1-4: Sr. Elizabeth led a Lenten program 
at the Church of the Epiphany in New Iberia, 
Louisana. 

March 3: The Community hosted a quiet day 
led by Laura Ellen Truelove for the Order of 
St. Luke. 

April 7: Sr. Elizabeth attended the funeral of 
Joan Carter, spouse of the late Rev. Jack Carter. 

April 13: Our long-term intern, Samantha 
Meyer, led a contemplative prayer service 
called “Spiritual Landscapes.”

April 14: “The Spirit and Forms of 
Anglicanism” class of Dr. John Gatta came 
to worship with, and learn about, the Sisters. 
Madelyn Grant, a student at St. Andrew’s 
Sewanee, came by to take pictures of the 
Sisters and learn about our life.

April 16-22: Sr. Madeleine Mary attended the 
Conference of Anglican Religious Orders in 
the Americas which was held in Toronto.

April 24: Sr. Elizabeth and Sr. Madeleine Mary 
attended the Civic Engagement reception 
which honored our Bonner interns, Tess Steele 
and Malcolm Brown, for their volunteer work 
at the convent. 

April 28: The Phi Kappa Epsilon sorority 
volunteered to help clean up the Sisters’ 
land. Sr. Elizabeth and Vickie Davis attended 
the wedding of Harriet Kiser, Associate and 
Ronnie Johnston.

April 29: The Lambda Chi fraternity 
volunteered on the Sisters’ land.

May 9: We had a farewell party for our long-  
term interns. 

May 10: Sr. Hannah preached and led a brief 
talk about the Community at Christ Church, 
Chattanooga. 

May 17-27: Sr. Hannah went on a Celtic 
pilgrimage to Ireland sponsored by Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church of Greensboro, NC.

May 25: Sr. Madeleine Mary went to St. 
Mary’s Cathedral in Memphis for the funeral 
of Wilson Caruthers and for the baptism of Pat 
McFarlane’s grandchildren.  

May 26: Our summer intern, Eva Bogino, 
arrived.
 
June 2: The Rev. Drew Bunting of St. Andrew’s 
Sewanee celebrated a Eucharist at the convent 
in honor of the 50th reunion of the final 
graduating class of St. Mary’s School. Two of 
these graduates came to worship with us. 
 
June 7-10: Annual June Associates Retreat

June 13: Sr. Mary Martha moved to Valley 
View Assisted Living 

June 22: Sr. Madeleine Mary attends the 60+ 
profession anniversary of Sr. Letitia, CSM of 
the Western Province in Wisconsin. 
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